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How Big Government and Big Business Helped to 
Destroy Civil Society and Family Life 
 
God warned the Israelites that if you want a strong king to fight your battles (i.e. Big 
Government) you will end up impoverished.  The stats on family and society collapse 
now prove the scriptures true....and the need to return to the Israel Template in 
scripture to restore the economy, society and family. 
 
I have been doing some recent research on the alarming collapse of the structures of 
society, the economy, family life and church decline.  I want to present these to you in 
a particular context to give meaning to these alarming trends to re-enforce the vital 
truth that God has a success formula for government, society, the economy and family 
life that I have called the Israel Template of the Old Testament. 
 
Israel in the Old Testament was not just a lot of stories for Sunday School or parables 
for Sunday sermons.  There are principles for what the Lord wants for us. Have you 
ever heard a sermon from Deuteronomy 23:12-13? Its about sewage removal outside 
of the place you live.  Here in South Africa we have 257 municipalities of which only 
18 have a clean audit.  Most of the rest are totally dysfunctional. They cannot deliver 
clean water into a community nor remove sewage and other waste out of the 
community.  All have a multitude of churches in each municipality.  None of those 
preachers have ever preached on God's command for a well functioning sewage 
system.  Without me giving more examples....you get the idea. 
 
The key problem however is not necessarily different political parties.  There is a 
structural problem in how society is organized.  And that means problems are not 
being addressed or solved.  And God warned Israel through Samuel the prophet in 1 
Samuel 8.....Big Government and its consequences. 
 
I am going to give you some statistics I gathered researching this issue to illustrate the 
Godly prescription of community self-government and with that community being 
governed by the law of God in their hearts. 
 
I am going to use statistics from America because they are readily available and also 
because they are illustrative of what is happening to societies all over the world and 
because keen observers in America are alarmed at the breakdown of family life, 
church life and community life in the midst of the supposed best economy in the 
world.  They have also not just put stats together of the breakdowns of societal 
structures but more importantly they have identified the cause.  And that is where the 
wisdom of scripture and "God's ways" come in... 
 
Here is information from a Gallup poll in America.... 
 



Church attendance in the United States is at an all-time low, according to a Gallup 
Poll released in April 2019.  This decline has not been a steady one. Indeed, over the 
last 20 years, church attendance has fallen by 20 percent. This might not sound like 
cause for concern off the bat. And if you’re not a person of faith, you might rightly 
wonder why you would care about such a thing. 

Church attendance is simply a measure of something deeper: social cohesion. It’s 
worth noting that the religions with the highest rate of attendance according to Pew 
Forum have almost notoriously high levels of social cohesion: Latter-Day Saints, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Evangelical Protestants, Mormons and historically black 
churches top the list. 

There’s also the question of religious donations. Religious giving has declined by 50 
percent since 1990. This means people who previously used religious services to 
make ends meet now either have to go without or receive funding from the 
government. This, in turn, strengthens the central power of the state. 

Civil society – those elements of society which exist independently of big government 
and big business – are essential to a functioning free society. What’s more, these 
institutions are in rapid decline in the United States, and have been for over 50 years. 

Such a breakdown is a prelude to chaos, and has been facilitated in part (either 
wittingly or unwittingly) by government policies favouring deindustrialization, 
financialization and centralization of the economy as well as the welfare state. 

Financialization of the Economy 
 
Big government supports big corporations and big financial entities....because they 
support politicians and political parties.  Big corporates have off-shored the 
manufacturing industries that supported the middle class.  These industries moved to 
low wage countries and bigger profits.  This led to collapsing cities and inner city 
decay. 
 
Middle class destruction led to impoverishment of the family which led  to the 
expansion of government welfare on a massive scale. 
 
Before there was government welfare?  There was a rich tradition in America and 
other countries of what was known as "mutual aid societies" and "benefit societies".  
These came out of a dynamic close knit local functioning communities with strong 
bonds of faith or local business ties. 

Mutual aid in the 21st century is largely a non-profit form of insurance, particularly 
life insurance – much like credit unions. However, in earlier days they oversaw a 
number of social welfare programs. 

Mutual aid societies, also known as benefit societies (or friendly societies in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland) date back to the Middle Ages. Medieval guilds were 
effectively mutual aid societies organized within skilled trades.  



One of the key differences between mutual aid and benefit societies and the welfare 
state is the role of civil society and accountability. Mutual aid societies presented a 
counterweight to both the state and big business. They offered services such as 
healthcare, unemployment benefits, disability insurance and other services now 
provided by big business or state and federal governments. 

What’s more, the mutual aid societies generally had a set of values tied to their 
services. Social values were advanced and an ethos of moral character and self-
improvement underpinned membership in a mutual aid society. 

It’s worth noting the primary difference between mutual aid societies and the welfare 
state. Members who wanted to collect had to look a peer in the eye and request aid. 
This had a twin psychological effect: First, it diminished spurious claims. Local 
communities knew who was in trouble and what aid was needed. 

In addition to accountability, assistance beyond simple financial support and 
decentralization, community aid has other benefits  For example, philanthropic 
organizations tend to operate leaner and to be more innovative in how they tackle 
problems. Such organizations tend to tailor their assistance to the individual in need, 
rather than offering a one-size-fits-all approach. This is true of individuals and 
communities alike. Finally, philanthropic and mutual aid societies seek to treat the 
underlying cause, rather than just the symptom of need.  

The Decline in Family Life 

The nuclear family is the bedrock, the foundation of both the church and society.  But 
it is crumbling....here are the stats from America and applicable here in South Africa 
and Europe..... 

 Americans who have never been married reached an all-time high in 2012, 
with 25 percent of all adults over the age of 25 having never been married. In 
1960, this figure stood at 9 percent. 

 Men were significantly less likely to have ever been married than women. 
 24 percent of never-married adults were cohabiting with their partner. 
 For black Americans, the percentage over 25 who had never been married was 

36 percent. 
 Pew Research indicates that it expects this trend to continue and that, while 

people are getting married later in life, it does not expect a significant increase 
in marriage as the population ages. 

 Financial security was cited as the main hurdle to marriage by one third of all 
those polled who wanted to get married.. 

 46 percent of children live with two parents in their first marriage. In 1980, 
this number was 61 percent. In 1960, it was 73 percent. 

The welfare state is another significant driver of the decline of the nuclear 
family. Unsurprisingly, the black family is massively impacted. In 1965, 25 percent 
of all black children were born out of wedlock. In 2016, that rate had increased to 
70% and even 80% in some areas.. In the 1940s, this number was 5%, which was 
comparable to that of white children. The Hispanic out-of-wedlock birth rate in 2016 
was 52 percent, while for whites it was 30 percent. 



The rise in children born out of wedlock cannot be separated from the massive 
expansion of the welfare state under Johnson’s Great Society. In a report from the   
Mises Institure, the basic argument is that welfare disincentivizes marriage. In times 
past, when women had children out of wedlock, it meant an incredibly difficult life 
balancing whatever work and charity they could get. It also carried a social 
stigma...from a close knit community which further disincentivized single 
motherhood. Today there are a multitude of government grants to single mothers. 

The Destruction of the Black Middle Class and families in America 

Now here is a very strange but interesting story that I uncovered in my research. The 
black population in America was more prosperous under the racial segregation of the 
1950's than they are today! 

A frequently untold story of American life is that by the 1950s, the United States 
actually had a thriving black middle class. Black business ownership peaked during 
the years between 1945 and 1965. Every city with any significant black population 
hosted a black business district where a primarily black clientele spent their money 
within their own community. Black homeownership was likewise high at this point. 

There is another, highly unlikely and ironic, culprit behind the decimation of black 
business and the black community – integration. 

This is a position championed by Clay Middleton of the South Carolina House of 
Representatives . Basically, under segregation, black consumers were limited in their 
choices of business. They could not, in many cases, go to (for example) white 
hamburger joints. Instead, they had to patronize the equivalent business for black 
customers. These businesses were owned and operated by fellow black Americans. 
Black hotels are another example of this phenomenon. 

The point is not that America should reintroduce segregation to prop up black 
businesses, but simply to give a broader and more complete picture of how and why 
black business districts have disappeared. It also offers some insight into the 
destruction of small business in America in general. 

It’s worth looking at the question of wealth and market concentration (separate from 
the question of so-called “wealth inequality”) from a societal perspective. The 
massive amounts of government handouts to big business, in the form of both direct 
subsidies as well as favourable legislation for regulations and taxes alike, creates an 
environment favouring those most capable of purchasing influence – namely, big 
business. 

While cheap, imported products from Walmart benefit consumers with lower prices, 
they also create an intangible and difficult-to-quantify social problem. When big 
business replaces small business, wealth is not only centralized, it is also centralized 
outside of the communities that it serves. While larger businesses are arguably more 
“efficient” economically speaking, the loss of small business (most acutely seen in the 
black community) provides an illustrative example of how lost economic capital and 
lost social capital are often closely tied. Without black business, there is less of a 
“black community”.  



Strictly speaking, small business (black or otherwise) is business, not civil society 
proper. However, greater economic leverage of big business in the nation means an 
economically impoverished civil society. 

Nobody is calling for a return to "segregation" or Apartheid.  What I am saying from 
these statistics is that even in the American black community, they had a higher 
percentage of home ownership, children with two parents, less drug abuse, less crime, 
better neighborhoods when they had cohesive functioning communities based on an 
economic platform of the community circulating their buying power within the 
community.  There was no big government social welfare.  There was community 
support. 

God never meant for Israel to have a strong king/central government to rule over 
them.  God said I am your king and I will place my laws in your heart. 

When Jesus reigns in our hearts we need less government outside. 

Practically what can we do with this information? 

It is time we Christians, black and white in South Africa start rebuilding our local 
communities.  It is time for more Christian community "segregation"...not racial 
segregation. That means local buying, local production, local self help mutual aid 
groups, a return to mutual owned banks, insurance, manufacturing and buying. It 
means absolutely kicking out incompetent people in our local communities who do 
not know how or do not care to deliver clean water and take out the sewage. 

It means less talk and more action, less big government and more local government, 
less big business and more local business.  It means all the churches in every 
municipality take responsibility for ensuring good governance in our local 
communities. Less corruption, more infrastructure investment. This is not politics.  
This is God's commandment from scripture....a clean, disease free, safe, prosperous 
local community. 

So the next time someone quotes you 2 Chron. 7:14 about "if my people who are 
called by name shall humble themselves and pray....and turn from their wicked 
ways...then I will heal their land."  Please remember this, prayer is not enough! God 
commanded Israel to get sewage out of the community. Raw sewage and dirty water 
are "wicked ways"! Healing South Africa means getting our local municipalities 
functioning again! 

That is a good place to start.....lots more to do after that. 

  

   


